Dissertation Boot Camp

College Writing Program

What is a Dissertation Boot Camp?
A Boot Camp is an intensive writing retreat; it provides a dedicated time and space for writing. Graduate students come prepared to write every day (about 4 hours) for 1 week (5 days of writing). The College Writing Program provides the space, strategy-based support, and snacks. 

Is this for you?

Boot Camps are designed for UR graduate students from Arts, Sciences, and Engineering who are working on graduate-level academic writing, such as dissertations, MA theses, dissertation proposals, papers for publication, etc. 

What to expect:

At the beginning of the week, you will create a specific personal plan and concrete writing goals for the time spent at Boot Camp. Writing consultants will be available to discuss principles of academic writing and your writing strategies. Participants set their own writing goals, meet with writing consultants (if they choose), and share their goals and progress with small groups of peer writers. 

Writing Consultations

Each participant has the option to schedule an hour-long individual appointment with a Writing Consultant. Our tutors come from many departments, such as Psychology, Biology, English, Visual and Cultural Studies, Brain and Cognitive Sciences, and Mechanical Engineering. All of our consultants are trained to work with writing from across the disciplines.  
Meetings with consultants will take place during the hours of the Boot Camp. 

Writing consultants will be available to work with participants on a personal basis, but the Boot Camp will not provide proofreading or editing services. In keeping with the policies of the College Writing Center, tutors cannot provide subject-area expertise or proofreading services, but they can help you work through writing problems, share writing strategies and principles, and discuss your process and your project with you.  

Tutoring sessions might include discussions about:

· Strategies for project management, including time management, setting reasonable short-term and long-term goals, recognizing progress, and creating action plans that help you meet writing and revision goals

· Planning strategies, such as outlining, freewriting, and other pre-writing activities

· Strategies for effective literature reviews or abstracts

· Strategies for writing effective introductions or conclusions

· Organizational strategies

· Self-editing strategies

· Revision techniques

� The Dissertation Boot Camp is organized through the College Writing Program, with generous support from the Dean of Graduate Studies. This handout was adapted from the Hume Writing Center at Stanford University. 





